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Mystery 
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 B
eep! The man stops suddenly as 
his metal detector sounds off. 
Something is buried under the 
English field he’s been explor-
ing. Is it a worthless piece of 

junk—or something far more valuable? 
 It’s valuable, all right. The man’s dis-
covery turns out to be more than 3,500 
pieces of gold and silver treasure buried 
by ancient warriors at least 1,300 years 
ago. Archaeologists uncovered sword 
handles, helmet pieces, and shield decora-
tions. Some were studded with jewels or 
engraved with animals.

The treasure is worth about $5.5 mil-
lion. But archaeologists are more excited 
about what the discovery could tell us 
about these ancient warriors.

MYSTERIOUS PEOPLE
The treasure was buried by people called 
the Anglo-Saxons, who settled in England 
after arriving from Germany starting 
around A.D. 410. The Anglo-Saxons were 
constantly at war—both with each other 
and with neighboring lands. They ruled 
until about 1066, when French invaders 
called Normans overthrew them.

 In the seventh century, the most pow-
erful Anglo-Saxon ruler was King Penda of 
Mercia. Archaeologists like Kevin Leahy, 
who studied the buried gold and silver, 
think the treasure may have belonged  

to the king. It could have been plunder 
won in battle, or it might have been part of 
the king’s treasury. No one knows for sure.

The Anglo-Saxons lived in the Dark 
Ages, once believed to be a time when 
little was happening in art or culture. But 
the treasure helps confirm what archaeol-
ogists now know: The Anglo-Saxon period 
was a time of great change and amazing 
artistry.

SECRETS OF THE TREASURE
Anglo-Saxons were considered fierce war-
riors, and they cared about their weapons. 
But the quality of the metalwork shows 
they were also artists. Craftsmen created 
tiny, detailed engravings without magni-
fying lenses. And some of the materials 
came from faraway lands. Garnets most 
likely came from India, and gold may have 
come from what is now Turkey.

The treasure may also shed new light 

Scientists used modern technology  
to examine the ancient treasure.
COMPUTERS  The gold and silver 
pieces were scanned into a compu-
ter so scientists could analyze them.
X-RAY FLUORESCENCE  X-rays pro-
duced energy waves that scientists 
could measure to instantly know 
what the treasure was made of.
ELECTRON MICROSCOPES  These 
zoom in on the finest details. When 
the treasure was being cleaned, 
the microscopes were hooked up to 
video cameras so scientists could 
watch the etchings emerge. 

TREASURE- 
HUNTING TOOLS

By MoLLy LyoNS

Archaeologists  
aren’t sure what this  
gold horse was used  
for. But the detailed  
craftsmanship shows  

how artistic the  
Anglo-Saxons  

were.

PIECES FROM THE PAST
Scientists have tried to identify the real-life uses of 
the mysterious treasure. Here’s how they match up  
in this artist’s rendering of an Anglo-Saxon warrior.

on where Anglo-Saxons lived. The loot was 
found in western England, rather than 
the south or east, where archaeologists 
believed early Anglo-Saxons settled. That 
may mean the people had traveled farther 
than once thought.

Still, archaeologists have more ques-
tions than answers: Why were only parts 
of weapons found? Why weren’t there any 
items belonging to women? Was the trea-
sure buried for safekeeping, or to mark a 
victory? Why didn’t they come back for it?

The answers to these mysteries may 
come with further study, but more than 
anything, this discovery has brought the 
people of the Anglo-Saxon era to life. “It’s 
like traveling through time to realize that 
someone had touched these things centu-
ries before,” Leahy says. “one thing’s for 
sure: These people wanted to be remem-
bered.” Now it’s up to archaeologists to 
figure out their secrets.

       AN ANCIENT STASH 
OF GOLd ANd SILvER

  wORTH MILLIONS OF  
dOLLARS IS UNCOvEREd
 IN A FARMER’S FIELd.

POMMEL
This knob  

formed the very  
top of a hilt, or 

handle, of  
a knife.

CHEEk PIECE
This helmet  
fragment  

protected a  
warrior during 

battle.

HILT FITTING
Decorated with  
red gemstones  

called garnets, this  
piece was the 
bottom part  

of the handle.

 of the Buried Treasure
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COLLAR, 
RING, ANd CAP

Made of gold,  
these were  
attached to 
the knife’s 
pommel.

TUNE IN! Check local listings for  
Secrets of the Lost Gold on the National  

Geographic Channel. The show will be rated  
TV-PG V, so ask for a parent’s permission first.

CHECk OUT THE GOLd! “Anglo-Saxon Hoard: 
Gold from England’s Dark Ages” is on exhibit at 

the National Geographic Museum in Washington, 
D.C., october 29, 2011-March 4, 2012. 

ngmuseum.org
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《國家地理》和 Gale，一同合作將大量資源帶入數

位生活!

《國家地理》兒童版致力於吸引年輕學生，拓寬他

們的視野，以信譽良好、權威且以兒童為中心的內

容讓年輕學生以前所未有的方式看待這個世界。

《國家地理》兒童版將帶給他們驚人的科學、自

然、文化、考古和太空的冒險。透過《國家地理》

兒童版可以激發年輕學生天生的好奇心並激勵他們

學習和敢於探索更多！

        National Geographic Kids包含

• 國家地理兒童雜誌 2009 年至今
 (3 month embargo)

• 600 本國家地理兒童讀物

• 1000 張可下載圖片

1-800-877-4253
www.gale.cengage.com/ngvl

NASA / JPL-cALtech / StSci / cxc / SAo (big Picture); NASA / JPL-cALtech / t. PyLe (1);  
NASA / gALiLeo (2);  dAvid A. AguiLAr / cfA (3); NASA / dANA berry (4)

By Stephanie Warren
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Freaky Places in Space

Some of the galaxy’s strangest places are right here in our own solar 
system. to travel to europa, one of Jupiter’s moons, you take off in 

a different kind of spaceship—one that carries a submarine.   
europa looks like a gray ball of string. But scientists are 

quite sure that beneath a crust of about ten-mile-thick 
ice, this moon has a giant ocean. One day scientists 

hope to send a spacecraft to europa that would break 
through the ice and launch a submarine into the 
ocean below. the submarine would search for the 
weird creatures that might live in this wild place. 

55
your visit to a red dwarf planet is filled with ex-
tremes because it doesn’t rotate like earth does. 
it’s so close to its sun—a small, red star called a 
red dwarf—that the sun’s gravity holds it locked in 
place. this means that the planet doesn’t have days and 
nights. instead, one side is always facing the blazing sun, and 
the other side is always dark. the planet’s locked position creates strange weather. 
an almost continuous hurricane swirls at the point closest to the red dwarf. 
Streamers from the storm cascade toward the dark side of the planet.

all night, all day

the  surface of the neutron star you’re looking at is far smoother 
than glass. neutron stars are born when a giant star runs out 
of fuel and its core collapses. the dying star’s gravity pulls so 
tightly that everything—even dust—is flattened. an earthling 
wouldn’t stand a chance of survival, so you observe the star from 
the safety of your spacecraft.

you watch as a star-quake shakes the ground, creating  
a mountain—just as earthquakes have 
done on earth. But here, the 
mountain rises and vanishes in 
an instant, sucked toward 
the star’s center by the 
extreme gravity. the 
ground is weirdly 
smooth once again. 

smooth star

your last expedition brings you close to a supernova, an exploding star. you watch 
from your spacecraft as violent nuclear reactions blow apart the star from the  
inside out. you see an explosion as bright as billions of suns put together. then, 
like an immense firework, a colorful wave of gas and dust blasts outward. 

the gas and dust hold the ingredients to build everything—from planets to 
oceans to people. When the universe began, its primary elements were hydrogen 
and helium. all the rest, from carbon to iron, were created in the interior of stars. 
the explosion blew these elements far into space, spreading the ingredients for 
life across the galaxy. 

fireworks and stardust

your first expedition is to 
Kepler-16b, a planet 200 
light-years from earth. 
(One light-year is almost six 
trillion miles!) you arrive at 
dawn as a bright sun spreads  
light across the planet’s surface. 
then things get even stranger: 
a second sun, small and red, joins 
the first in the sky.

Kepler-16b, discovered in 2011, 
is the first confirmed planet ever 
found that orbits two suns. the 
suns spin around each other as 
the planet circles them both every 
41 days. Kepler-16b is no place for 
humans. it has a surface made of 
gas, and temperatures that drop 
to minus 100°F. “it’s like a nippy 
winter in antarctica,” says Laur-
ance Doyle, one of the scientists 
who discovered the planet. 

sunny spot

ocean view

 the moon and mars might sound like exciting des-
tinations for an expedition. But some places in space 
are even more exciting—and weirder—than you’ve 
ever imagined. Most of them would squash, freeze, or 
blow apart a human visitor. But if you could survive 
the trip, what would these places be like? Blast off to 
five of the freakiest places in the galaxy to find out. 
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read reviews of  

books about space 

and much more on  

the Dogeared Book 

Blog. kidsblogs.

nationalgeographic.

com/dogeared/
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red dwarf

In 1685, soldiers in Quebec,   
         Canada, were paid in 
playing cards after the French 
                   colonial government 
              ran out of money.

Not all CoiNs are rouNd. 
the Cook islaNds miNted 

a triaNgular 
two-dollar 

CoiN. a sQuare 15-CeNt CoiN is 
still iN CirCulatioN iN the 

Bahamas.

there’s a 
zoo’s worth 
of animals 
on money 
around the world, 
including lions 
in South Africa, 
dolphins in Iceland, 
hummingbirds in 
Brazil, and kanga-
roos in Australia.

     Is Canadian money crazy?  

Nope, just looNie.
That’s the nickname for the    
    Canadian one-dollar coin, which 
      features the image of a bird      
        called a loon, commonly found 
           in Canada.

1

3

6 7

4

2 8 9

iN 2008, Chile’s 50-peso 
CoiNs were issued with 

the Name of the  
CouNtry misspelled 

     “C h i i e. ” 
the CoiNs were used 

for more thaN a year 
Before aNyoNe NotiCed 

the typo.

11 12

14

1615

5

It’s believed that the bison on the  

u.s. buffalo nickel was  
modeled after a real animal named  

Black 
diamond 
that lived in  
New York  
City’s Central 
Park Zoo 

from 1893  
to 1915.

The picture of miss liBerty 
on the front of an 1839 U.S. cent 
looked so ridiculous 
to many people 
that the  
coin was
nicknamed 

“silly 
head.”

a speCial iNk iN the 
50-euro Note 
(used iN the europeaN    

uNioN) ChaNges 
yellow stars to 

oraNge aNd a Blue 
sigNature to greeN 

wheN held uNder 
BlaCk, or  

ultraviolet, light. 

some experts Claim 
the smallest CoiN  

in history is the quarter silver tara of 
vijayanagar, an asian empire from 1336

to 1646. it has a diameter of  
.16 iNChes, roughly 
the size of a flea. 

the word “moNey”
                     Comes from  

    juNo moNeta, 
the romaN

                               goddess 
                                                   who  
                                              proteCted  
                                                     all  

CurreNCy. 

iN 2007, moNgolia issued  
a Commemorative CoiN with  
a portrait of u.s. presideNt 
johN f. keNNedy. 
if you push a  
tiNy ButtoN, 
the CoiN 
plays a 
souNd 
Bite from 
a speeCh.

Nearly two dozen countries—from 
Australia to Nigeria to Mexico—print 
money on sheets of plastiC instead 
of paper. These brightly colored bills 
are so tough they can be washed 
with soap aNd water.

13

whale teeth were  
oNCe highly treasured CurreNCy  
iN fiji. iN the 19th CeNtury,  

a siNgle whale 
tooth was worth 
oNe CaNoe.

10

the u.s. miNt’s 
first gold  
aNd silver 
CoiNs had No 
NumBers oN 
them. the oNly 
way to tell 
them apart 
was By their 
size.

17

iN Norway, Butter was 
oNCe aCCepted as  

CurreNCy for tradiNg.

the largest  
u.s. Bill produCed 

today is the 

$100 Bill.  
But less thaN  

45 years ago, you  
Could pay for stuff with a  

$10,000 Bill!

CoiNs iN aNCieNt ChiNa were 
miNted with holes iN the  
CeNter so they Could Be 
struNg aNd Carried more  
easily.  a few CouNtries  
still use CoiNs with holes, 
iNCludiNg deNmark, japaN, 
papua New guiNea, aNd the 
philippiNes.
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BY krISTIN BAIrd rATTINI
Cool faCts that will make you say,
THE WORLD

 AROUNDMONEY

“KA-   HING!”“KA-   HING!”
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